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SPECIMENS 



NAGA LANGUAGE OF ASAM. 



The Nagas inhabit the extensive mountain-ranges lying 
on the eastern boundary of Asam, and separating it from 
the northern parts of Burmah. They have evidently sprung 
from a common stock, but are at present divided into a great 
number of independent tribes, often hostile to each other, 
and speaking a variety of dialects ; which we can account 
for only by supposing them to have remained in their pres- 
ent scattered and disconnected state for many centuries. 
There is every ground for believing that, in origin and lan- 
guage, they are intimately connected with some of the most 
ancient and extensive tribes of Central Asia. Their lan- 
guage has a close affinity to the Burmese ; to the Bhutan ; 
to the Tibetian ; and especially to that of the Miris and 
Abors, who inhabit the mountains between Asam and Tibet. 
The difference between this language and several of the 
Tartar dialects is scarcely greater than that existing between 
different dialects of the Nagas themselves. 

The following specimens exhibit the most important varie- 
ties in the language of this people; extending from the 
Namsang Nagas near Jaipur on the North, to the Angamis 
at the farthest limit on the South. The first column is from 
a vocabulary taken by Kev. Mr. Bronson, during his resi- 
dence on the Namsang hills ; for the second and fourth col- 
umns, I am indebted to J. Thornton, Esq., Sub-assistant 
Commissioner for the district of Sibpur ; and for the first 
column of Angami Naga, to a vocabulary prepared by an 
intelligent native, under the direction of Capt. J. Butler, of 
Nowgong ; the others have been collected by me with con- 
siderable care, and will, I trust, be found free from any 
serious errors. 
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Leaving out of view, for the present, the Angamis of the 
extreme South, whose language has only a remote connec- 
tion with that of the other Nagas, it will be seen, from an 
inspection of the table, that the language of the central 
tribes is divided into three distinct families of dialects ; of 
which the Namsang, Muthun and Joboka, constitute the 
first; the Mulung and Tablung, the second; the Tengsa, 
Nogaung and Khari, the third. The tribes which speak 
these dialects may be arranged under the following divisions : 

1. (1.) The Namsang, Bor-Duor, and Pani-Duor, repre- 
sented in our first column; (2.) the Bor-Muthun, Horu- 
Muihun, and Khulung-Muthun ; (3.) the Joboka, Ban/era, and 
Changnoi. The last mentioned six tribes descend upon the 
plains near Sibsagor. 

2. In this division we have, (1.) the Mulung and Sima; 
(2.) the Tablung, Jaktung, Kongon, Geleki-Duor, and south- 
ern Namsang. These tribes inhabit Tablung mountain and 
other hills in the neighborhood of Jorhat and Sibsagor. 
The Tablung Raja is considered the most powerful of all 
the Naga chiefs. 

3. Our sixth and two subsequent columns represent a 
class of Nagas speaking a dialect considerably different from 
either of the former, (1.) the Tengsa and JDopdor ; (2.) the 
Nogaung, Hatigor, Haimong, and Asuring ; (3.) the Khari, a 
large and interesting tribe, whose dress and general appear- 
ance are more respectable than I have elsewhere seen among 
the Nagas. 

Large companies from each of these tribes are found every 
cold season at Jorhat, which is their principal market. The 
Nagas connected with the Jorhat district have been roughly 
estimated at two hundred thousand ; their real numbers are 
unknown. 

In the following table, the vowels are used in accordance 
with their classical pronunciation : a as in America, and with 
a long accent, as in far; e as in met and prey; i as in pin 
and police ; o as in not, and with a long accent, as in robe ; 
u like oo ; u like the French u. Italicized n resembles the 
French nasal n; and Italicized th, the English th, as in think* 

* We are happy to refer the reader to two valuable articles by Mr. Brown, 
on the Tai language, and on the Indo-Chinese languages generally, in the 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. vi. ; and to information on the 
Abor and Khamti dialects derived from him, in the same Journal, vol. xviii. 

Comm. or Publ. 



159 



s< 



o 












o3 c3 c3 c3 c3 ra! H 



. - S3 

a gj 



3 



3!a "3 



0) 0) |_, 

a«^ 






-* ■**• — cs u H c-* <u 



:S S S S 






^•5?-g SS3oC £ S -;?£<£< a. S.«s 
o^ci £ *a,a fi*N g «Ti to^^; o>^ tq 



.S3 



^ 



icJ Phm-p 




a 10 ,f ,§ -3 :3 5 _ :3 = 



£1 



aI2 tm„s. 



3S S 3 



rt 





a H>P<ll 

— *3 '§ § "§ p : 3 '3 









a -t^ a 

a a S 

+j ^ ^ 






Mm .- 

.3 -g ■§ I >.:§ 1 

■p J J co cfl -m vcg 



jia-f. 



"2 oi 



s S' J a ■- 



c3 SD 



~'£Ji a 



3.3.3 K^ 



S<S<3 S •§ 

^ rf ^ a v O - 



60 

c3 O © 






b£>$D 

S a - 3 

•a M 



a s-a 



■^"2 

a ^ 



>\ ^i a: ^ O s ^ ri 73 3. c 



a ai a 



> .3 --S gv 



a._ 

a A 



OOgJ'^ 






: 3 '5 



a a a — ^ ^ r-^ -^. <& ^ 

^ >-a x Q -■ o ^ X^ O ?j 



d OJ H 



1-9 

c3 rt QJ CD 



c3 a 



6D 



<D 



t>. 



rf a +^ 



S5 H 

w be iD &fi 
S c c O j 
-3 S« £ «8 "3 



O >H ^ 



c 



P* r-3 CO .^ r^-l 




3 fee 





1 = 

a a a r^ >o 

> 4^ ^4 > rd m 



sis 



SSP-O a°-S-«§ » If IS 



9 

• •a 

? 5 1 










=P-5 






vp <u vee 

60 S S "g -g -« SO 



1 

«2. 







160 













1 






I 




::,■ 


.53 

= -a 

■S.ra 








_! <P 




:3 


3 


a a 
a t- 




3 


-3 


=S 


o c 


6 




rt 


3 


3 


<S 


rt d 


3 J3 


3 


3 


O, 0.0,0, 



I 



3 a! 



a s> =3 2 5 -g y •»« n 



1-^ 



a 



J-P 



,1 



.3 



.-.5552 I'S'S-g E>'-i-« g1«g-= ; §l=3 

= .d -a. -d -fa o-d-P'3-*'-* - a a g -^ ,d c > x> Xi o, n 



iiiifii 

173 O.OJg 0,0. 



3 :3 -a ,q r3 ~ 

S '-0 -3 "S -S -31 -8 : g "3 : 
0-3 M .S 58 3 ■-. rt — N . 



3 3 -3 b3 t n 3 



§ * 
.id 3 *d 3 -a 



a 1 a _ 
^•9 &■+ 



a^ Em a a * --3 -a a a .a 8 g ,3 e»,a 5"-§ -a ,= s := 

c x aj 3 — -^ ^£ ■— ^^ -w ^^ ^j -^ ^ -^ --i -+^_+^ j-^_ d ^ -^ ct ^j ^ 



* a .-a i>vs -a 



2 S -3 g a 



23*'-, 
^ ^ w 9 



^, d a a cuxs g^3 3-2,54 S ;3 5*3 -£»n 



fee o 
H 



, H 'a d ^_3 3 
g a ^3-6 a S^f 



0,3 ■ 






a fr-is 






so 



&c 



ts ^i ^ c is c -= c- ^ _£ ^ S -§ ^ ^ . a 

ac3^<DCDoSc8cSc3o3c3cao3oSa)->^« 



£t "S S 'o "S S 3 ' - \3i : - - s ?i r5 si si "c3 



3 3 +j ^j 



■S^. 



iea a a 

a. a « c8 to 

S S S I B-§-o,g-a g,g,g,8 ^.-S 5* 




m> a a 

a a j. a <& to 



03 C3 3 



is 






, -co >"*3 ej cd 



ej 1q » c3 ^O -p 



^ ^ J 2 ~5 5 -3 • 









a 
a°l 



03 D 

3 ST 



a g^ 
15.^11 e-a la 

3 a o>o^ a v o .3 a -a 



aj -a 

■o-o ft, a 



- 5P S Ji-« a 

= 33 a-g S=|a ?^^ 2: 3 f : 



S" 



0^*0 



i< a 

a a 



O r, 3 M 



, „ -a • 



a 

o. 






3 -a -S ,S a g^ ^^ , fl.a.Mj? ^3 SP-2 S a. 

I>i>a,qp,aa4^^3g^j ^,js i> -a -= — a^a °Sij a 



. -°. o 



1 ilB, 



D ^ o^^-W S 3.3^ -b a 5 l J«haoo§5'Jd.cgSo5o , S ;R S 



161 



s< 



O O O O qj 






-B N d :S 3 :3 3" . S 



a o> 

Ego 



• 3 . a, 

J g»£ <S 1.§J| - 

5.S'5=5 ^|-5i^-S 



d, 50.^ -jS n 5 &■£ 



-31 



"2 2 8 o 
c o "£ © o of o 

J g^g 3 CVsi 3 Cj 



3 



2§» 
s §•■§ 




- 60:3 

£ 3 « ^ rj 

^A 3 crf-^c3o>t3S 

vrt e$ *?3 «e$ *e3 *cS .3 *rt es -3 3-3 




« . a 



?3 § to a % 
k>5 c a 



|Sj-a1|-a-g|^||a^ 



•jd y> 



= 5 



c3 60 

a p> 



3° 

a -S8. 



'3 6o 



rf v i? .id 3 * ^ 6D _j_t3 

liLlirgiidiilMJIilJj 



55 ; 






5 6D 

* a 

a .^ P 



•I 



,™a 



--S_bd ff 60 $ _§ a 1 -.! 

,-9 ^? "S -« c rS TS 3 S t| 



1 1 lltilfllll ■IMIM. 



SI 



ill 



60 



a- 



60 to 
3 3 



P-C | 



3 

60 3 

S-a a 



a** si sill. 



If;? 



a ^ a -"• s c 



2 4 

a 3 






gpa'ff If 






3 



3 > 



a * ^ 



:! 

3 



■s 




O 60 >tf '§ § 

* J to i 3 J I § 



a a^ a .a 



bo 



'la 



a-gjs.s- 



6X1 

i 
:ag-& 




^ 









a"2 k«§ o J "S 



^'3 -° 

■ if S a o*^ 

< O <! lC co << 



21 



162 



.| .^§1l^l££l=f |a 5 .>• 



0> O <3> 

•5-5 & 



M 



o 

.■a 









o 8,2 ■ 



C V <i> 



~S 3 



* b 



o a 
o .-'*! 



egS 






.lllllll 






a,-* s B-, 3 , 



■■■-■■ s-.i ;..■ , m *e§ 

-1-2 23 s si 






i o,J4 ^ J-* Sh ^ !-. rt 

a (C -+J +j +j -f^ - +J -*-■ g 



sd 



g> a 

»»- J ? §)3-§J 

-a la* 3 a'STS spjs &»•&« a gv&og-s 5,^^53 

*a r— -^ -^ ct .ii a *-- -5; w > ^. .a — -a -^ _a x c: a 
rt - 'S 'a -S -3 a 5 b C f'S.a-Sal & a ~ 
3 i a4J ca ^ g 3-o o^.g^ a -£ -£ -B a a a 



44 



a ^ -^ - * 



Si!" 5 .a 






3«aNW^ a 
US5SS2S S . ... 

4a a *a P- S-i.+a -+j -»j -»j +j -faj h 



C8 g 



a h 
•a. A o 



£ 3 









cfi cfi c3 c£ 



,2 rd +5 T3 , 



too 
Eh 



2 12 






a a 

lis ^ I 

J 3 Ji 3 '3 3 
3 a a ^ ^ «j 

5-S-S s s s 



saSS. .§ &o &.S 

^^ i»B SoS j 3 j ;j M a » s ^^ 



a ~r 



•s -a 3 1 23 



a 4 -u ^i -±i ^i *oj ^9 ^^ J~z a 



bl)5 

^3 






s 



Sa' 



idilllli 



.3 bo 
If 11 



I 



c ^ 

til 

a a — 



"fcr, 






IS!* 



.-.MS 

s a bn 



t« o O p 



0.- 3 

^. w O p S rfl 



45g» 

fe»S 2.3 3 



a J< 53 -« -s « 




,-. to a 



! M 



OS 

M 



55 "a S-J 
-. ^i :5 -a ^ a rf 

■-S i!* » _ ^^^^ 

ba.^-ssoa.aaagaafl-a 
eg eg a a ^tf -a -a ~a rQ ^ .o _d ^ o 



® n< a 

■JSbS 
a a q3 m 
^a; -cc on o 
J3 J3 o J3 



^ 3 

3 « o'^a 



3-1 § -is 



15 



!CS„ 
.. -si ^a a> ^ u 



. S3 

J a a a 

a a a a 



a 

.h ga a uju _ 

SPaga© -a cO, 

■ - m m m rs y <-i " 



60, 



« ^ m .-a _ a -H .g .fc > > ^sd ^ 4d ^ ■s -2 ^ (^ 

•a S3 Mj ^3^^^^,a a a a a-rf-a a a 
S S S a «^t 13 o 133 a a a pjjm 



z '■_' 
a~a S 



— ~ ~ 



3^-S- 



-c'Cg w> 



^ !^ L^ rv. r T . ^7 t-JS r T 1 hr- r^ r^i r , H rif 



% >> 



-si 



. f=. 



_5 






163 



s cj-, 






6 . . 6 

g §j.§\13 



H 



Sl.2.2- 



s S3 3 ■§ 2 : 5 d "g si S 



S g -s a >s 






» -a ~2 S S 



> o^ 18 « g » S 2. 



■^ ^ r^ N 4> 






5P bo 

..* a a, -^ • 



■a 

--3 a 

a-S.2 



•9 B 



s ?as.- 






2 4- 



i s s ■% ■% -o 



60 

tog 



4 s>a^ 1 



la 



sS o a S?3a « -a "3 | ^ « .a S 

' ^ -tf -*» +> P*- iJ ^ -^a R ^ tj £ ^ ^ -*J t-J .^. ^ -^3 -~, : v ::i ^ ^J - j3 -g g - 



ja a c° a . 3 

S fcvd on •;? op S c3 
£ 5 « Bj.J3.i3 a .S 

_->. - ^ -^ ^ 'V - a 



a S< 
a 2 

II 



a°1l° 



| S a a-3 

rf >rf SB 



sB o 






to 

unlit 



r 

2 1? 11.11 



"^ £,£ § * & > ' 




a 




to 
.9 

a? a 
a a 

S C3J3 






5 ts S a a 1 



r, «s 

a a 



a. -a 



■a s 







^ CO XI ,p — s 



,53 






^ '^i -(t -iv -^ ri ^ C5 C^ C3 MH_rf 



■S a •£ -€ ft 2S & e-Ji -m 

" '' ~ '^B W 'C ti rt c j rf C5 "C3 C3_ 






a ■ 

. 0> OJ oi 



c 












164 




P" 






I- 



,33 2 



.a -s I ^:3"S'S-s s a "3 5 1> a a a .3 -S § « ** -3 3 8 5 "3 g a s ~ s a 1> .-3 = 

53 ,i5 .js -S :g r^ i ^o p* a «j^h «> « P* P^ ^pHfltQ co^ai-^fa-fJ^S Cu-^ ^g egg — ?;3 g 



-8 3,2, 



il 



•S-ga-'S 



eg eg 



a ■§ 



60 



.JnS^J J«J3JJ 5T-3 



go 33 g « £ »3fi.2 



(H Slheg Pj £U 

a'll.-s.l's-a 

~a b a 

a ,3 ■= -a : 



■a-s-a 









fl3 vO 



<£ q ■** r? 



g p && 



jg.Shc^5-5P < 5 ^^ 




s-sfii-i 



a 
"I =3 

>-c3 >-. >-» eg 
gig Eg g.* 



&n o 



CG*Cg H 



ka"*? fl P. rf 






_, OS * -T3 rO 

:3 ^5 „ eg <d 



a 3 a m 43 m 






•g>-S92.- 



3 fj2s 



"eg s 






CJ C3 ^ 

§* 1 a 1 ? 

.•a :3 ;=! a go 

-u eg eg *eg C eg 



Is. 






.■a '3 .9 s .n tf „ _ I g ^ 3 






J: 



be 
_ S 
3 3 



SO 

in c 

I sp "» I 

■asl-i-illlB 



JlllgS'g.J.g 



3-3 



3^3 



•SB 

5« 



S3 J, 



60 



o 

a, 






J4 d ■* ^ 






3 -^ 






-S .2. °r„g Al 



bf) 2 



l'I a '3 9- 






eg o a rt c'~ 



•oa,a^^a gjg o<^ 






S 3 &.S 



spS S 



■a « 

'-3 ^! 
brt 






So 

i5 3_ 



iz; 



bo 



^ C C 1 *^! 









^ •* .5 2 9 -S -o « 3 « s 3 so 3 ^ ^ Si g<4| ^ .c j; c^_= a g 3 



to 

3 *© 

eg 3 3 



a 









P.geg^S.^K. 3 cg[a.3 a eg ._ s a egrS 3 C 3 o .^ 3 3-J3-3 3 3 0=8 »oS» 33>ie3 



165 



la 



2 £ 









■« =8 S m 



a.-Z 






w o A4 ,a 2 WJ-S » 



'=5 3 



id * » 

.S.-B .2 5*0.3 g"3T!.fa,3 



3 op 

-»J -*a ^ ^5 



a a r£j d ci 



2 ®"3 g-2J= S-S ° 
a i> i>j1j S S a c 







p 
o 
ft, 


-2 „ 

° 2 

a£ 

o o 





O J, O g.S 



. 3 3J:'3 <0 3'S.S J3 -§ 







be bo 
8>fJ »:3 

llMJilgllllLB --S 



:P 

--('■ 

a 









!>0 ;; 

SO 



:3 



:3 



t> rt « a te a 
S !*>>■>«£ a 

a_a e. g<sa 



g|| §1f -sll 

so a g u> bo <x> 3 3 5 




5P 60 



P s 









p a a<:B a S a .3 -5 -5 a 3 e-a a-a-M^i ce 



wi 3, 



JB§- 



a a 



a -^ 



2?3 



a--a 









3 p 3 _» 
^P bji 3 &G s. 

o a jq a P 



_3AI_0hS 



9nt 



oa a 
a°.|!§ 

d 3 0) ^ 
G ^ ^q o 



tel^g'la- 









c3 ffl 

i^l 131 §>'!»i 



^V- 



a >> 



p o gj c3 o 



I se 1 



■3a_ 



■ a 

" it 














In! 






€-S 



S-S So 



o m P„-p a 
sea; += Mo S 



ai^ so-s §■§-=« §_. g§2 ? 

M^^aj P P bio o § a) oo.fc.S.h o£ a a '5"®t?S l .' B 1 2t2^^.«^-S>^-a 
M £HWMiHMOd!OPq > Jfla;OW£Hp > 5o^«W^^!>ife^WWBWc- l Pl2iF 



« -i 3 



a» ^ - C « S 2 
^Sl5Si*S 2^ I IS T 



•3 
a 

a 



